ABOUT OLD TESTAMENT PERSONS

This session continues our study of the Old Testament, moving from the books themselves to the
central figures who reveal God's unfolding plan. These men and women are not merely historical
characters; they are living icons of faith, repentance, and God's covenant faithfulness, which the
Church commemorates and celebrates.

Below is a guide to the 16 key Old Testament persons.

1. Adam and the Creation
e Significance:

The first-created man, the forefather of all humanity.
Created in the "image and likeness" of God, Adam was placed in Paradise to live
as a priest, offering creation back to God in thanksgiving.

o His fall introduced sin and death into the world.

e Associated Persons & Events:

Eve, the first woman, created from his side.

The Creation of the world in six days.

The Fall—their disobedience by eating the forbidden fruit.
Their expulsion from Paradise. Their sons Cain and Abel.
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2. Noah and the Flood
e Significance:

o A'righteous man" who found favor with God amidst a corrupt world.

o Heis seen as a second "father" of humanity.
In Orthodox tradition, the ark and the flood are a type (foreshadowing)
of Baptism: just as the old world was cleansed and a new one emerged through
water, so through baptism the old person is buried and the new person rises in
Christ.

e Associated Persons & Events:

The building of the Ark at God's command.

The Great Flood, which covered the earth for 150 days.

His three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

The covenant symbolized by the rainbow, promising never to destroy the earth
by flood again.
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3. Abraham and the Promise

o Significance:

o

The "father of God's people" and "father of all who believe".
God's call to Abraham is the beginning of salvation history, a narrowing of focus

to one family to bless all nations.
The God of the Orthodox Church is the "God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob".

e Associated Persons & Events:

God's call for him to leave his homeland.

The Covenant, in which God promised him a great nation, a land, and that all
peoples would be blessed through him.

Sarah, his wife.

The birth of his son Isaac in his old age.

The Hospitality of Abraham, where he entertained three angels, seen as a type of
the Holy Trinity.

4. Isaac and the Sacrifice

o Significance:

The second of the great Patriarchs.

His life is a profound type (foreshadowing) of Christ.

His willing submission to be offered by his father prefigures Christ's obedience to
the Father.

o Associated Persons & Events:
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The Sacrifice (Akedah)—God commands Abraham to offer Isaac as a burnt
offering on Mount Moriah.

An angel intervenes, and a ram is provided as a substitute.

His marriage to Rebecca.

The birth of his twin sons, Esau and Jacob.

Isaac's blessing of Jacob.

5. Jacob the Patriarch

¢ Significance:

The third great Patriarch.

He is the father of the twelve tribes of Israel.

His name was changed by God to "Israel" ("he who struggles with God"),
making him the namesake of the chosen people.



o Associated Persons & Events:

o

The birthright and blessing—he receives Isaac's blessing over his brother Esau.
His vision of the ladder to heaven at Bethel.

He works for his uncle Laban, marrying his daughters Leah and Rachel (the
mother of Joseph).

His twelve sons become the ancestors of the Twelve Tribes of Israel.

6. Joseph and Egypt

o Significance:
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o

The beloved son of Jacob who was sold into slavery by his jealous brothers.
He is a central type of Christ—a suffering servant who is rejected by his own but
later becomes the means of their salvation.

o Associated Persons & Events:

His coat of many colors.

His prophetic dreams.

Sold into slavery in Egypt, he rises to become the second most powerful man in
the land.

The famine, which brings his brothers to Egypt to buy grain.

The reconciliation with his family, whom he brings to Egypt, fulfilling God's
plan.

7. Moses and the Exodus

o Significance:

The great prophet and lawgiver.

He is the central figure of the Old Testament, chosen by God to deliver His people
from slavery.

He received the Law on Mount Sinai, which forms the foundation of the Old
Covenant.

e Associated Persons & Events:
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His birth and rescue from the Nile.

The burning bush, where God reveals His divine name, "l AM" (Yahweh).
The Ten Plagues of Egypt.

The Passover, where the blood of the lamb saved the firstborn of Israel.
The Exodus from Egypt.

The crossing of the Red Sea.

The giving of the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai.



o His brother Aaron and sister Miriam.
8. Joshua and the Promised Land
o Significance:

o The successor of Moses who led the people of Israel into the Promised Land.
o His name (Yeshua) is the Hebrew equivalent of "Jesus," making him a powerful
type of Christ, who leads His people into the true promised rest.

o Associated Persons & Events:

Appointed by Moses as his successor.

The miraculous crossing of the Jordan River.

The conquest of Jericho, where the walls fell by faith.

The division of the land among the twelve tribes.

His final exhortation: "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord."
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9. Gideon and the Judges
o Significance:

o One of the major "judges" (military leaders) raised up by God to deliver Israel
during the chaotic period before the monarchy.
o He demonstrates that victory comes not by human might, but by God's power.

o Associated Persons & Events:

The oppression of Israel by the Midianites.

Gideon's call by an angel.

His request for a sign with the fleece (dew on the fleece but not the ground, and
vice versa).

God reduces his army to 300 men to ensure the victory is seen as God's.

The defeat of the Midianites with trumpets and jars.

10. Samuel the First Prophet
¢ Significance:
o The last of the judges and the first of the major prophets.

o He is the transitional figure who anoints the first two kings of Israel, marking the
end of the era of judges and the beginning of the monarchy.



o Associated Persons & Events:

His miraculous birth to Hannah, who dedicated him to the Lord. His call from
God as a boy, serving in the Tabernacle under Eli.

The loss of the Ark of the Covenant to the Philistines.

His anointing of the first king, Saul.

His anointing of David as Saul's successor.

11. David the Great King

o Significance:

o

The greatest king of Israel, a man after God's own heart.

He is the definitive ancestor of the Messiah, and the "Son of David" is a central
title for Christ.

He is also a prophet and a psalmist.

e Associated Persons & Events:
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His anointing by Samuel.

His victory over the giant Goliath with a sling and a stone.
His friendship with Jonathan, Saul's son.

He becomes king after Saul.

His sin with Bathsheba and the prophet Nathan's rebuke.
He composes the Psalms.

The establishment of Jerusalem as his capital.

12. Solomon the Wise King

¢ Significance:

The son of David and the third king of Israel, renowned for his wisdom, wealth,
and for building the first Temple in Jerusalem.

He is a type of Christ as the Prince of Peace and the embodiment of divine
wisdom.

e Associated Persons & Events:
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Chosen as king over his older brothers.

His prayer for wisdom to govern God's people, which was granted by God.
The judgment between the two women claiming the same baby.

The construction of the Temple in Jerusalem.

The visit of the Queen of Sheba.

His later fall into idolatry due to his many foreign wives.



13. Elijah the Great Prophet

o Significance:

o

The greatest of the Old Testament prophets, who stands alongside Moses at the
Transfiguration of Christ.

He is a "zealot for the Lord God Almighty" who fearlessly confronts idolatry in
Israel.

He is held in unique veneration in the Orthodox Church.

o Associated Persons & Events:
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His dramatic confrontation with the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel.

His drought and the miracle of the widow's jar of flour and oil.

He is fed by ravens.

His flight from Queen Jezebel.

His still, small voice encounter with God on Mount Horeb.

His ascension to heaven in a chariot of fire, leaving his mantle to his
successor, Elisha.

14. Esther and Purim

e Significance:

A Jewish queen of Persia who, through her courage and faith, saves her people
from a plot of genocide.

Her story, celebrated in the Feast of Purim, demonstrates God's providential care
for His people, even when He is not explicitly named in the book.

e Associated Persons & Events:

The Jewish girl Esther becomes queen to King Ahasuerus (Xerxes).

The king's advisor, Haman, plots to destroy the Jews.

Her cousin Mordecai urges her to act, saying "who knows whether you have
come to the kingdom for such a time as this?"

Esther hosts a banquet for the king and Haman.

The king honors Mordecai and Haman is hanged on the gallows he built for
Mordecai.

The Jews are saved, and the feast of Purim is instituted to commemorate their
deliverance.



15. Nehemiah and the Return from Exile
o Significance:

o A lJewish cupbearer to the Persian king who becomes the governor of Judah.
o He is the central figure in the return from the Babylonian exile and the physical
and spiritual rebuilding of Jerusalem.

o Associated Persons & Events:

His prayer for his people.
He receives permission from King Artaxerxes to return to Jerusalem.
He oversees the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem despite opposition from
enemies like Sanballat and Tobiah.

o He, along with Ezra the scribe, leads a spiritual revival, calling the people to
repentance and a renewal of the Covenant.

16. Maccabees and Hanukkah
e Significance:

o A family (led by Judas Maccabeus) who led a Jewish revolt against the Seleucid
Greek Empire in the 2nd century BC.

o Their victory and the rededication of the Temple are the historical basis for the
feast of Hanukkah.

o These books are part of the Orthodox Old Testament canon (as anaginoskomena).

e Associated Persons & Events:

o The desecration of the Temple in Jerusalem by the Greek king Antiochus 1V
Epiphanes.

o The priest Mattathias and his sons, led by Judas Maccabeus ("the Hammer"),
begin a revolt.
They defeat the Greek armies and retake Jerusalem.
The rededication (Hanukkah) of the Temple, where the lampstand miraculously
burned for eight days on only one day's supply of oil.



SUMMARY TABLE

Person Key Event / Theme Associated Persons / Things

1. Adam Creation & Fall Eve, Paradise, the Serpent

2. Noah The Great Flood & Ark Shem, Ham, Japheth, the Rainbow

3. Abraham The Covenant & Promise Sarah, Isaac, Hospitality of Angels

4. Isaac The Sacrifice (Akedah) Abraham, Rebecca, Esau, Jacob

5. Jacob Father of 12 Tribes (Israel) Rachel, Leah, Laban, Esau, Joseph

6. Joseph Sold into Slavery / Saves Egypt His brothers, Pharaoh, the Coat

7. Moses The Exodus & The Law Aaron, Miriam, Pharaoh, Burning
Bush

8. Joshua Conquest of the Promised Land Rahab, Jericho, Jordan River

9. Gideon Defeat of the Midianites Fleece, 300 soldiers, Trumpets

10. Samuel The Last Judge / Anoints Kings Hannah, Eli, Saul, David

11. David The Great King & Psalmist Goliath, Jonathan, Bathsheba, Nathan

12. Solomon The Temple & Wisdom Queen of Sheba, 700 wives

Confronts Idolatry / Ascends to

13. Elijah Baal, Jezebel, Chariot of Fire
Heaven

14. Esther Saves the Jews / Feast of Purim Mordecai, Haman, King Ahasuerus

15. Nehemiah Rebuilds Jerusalem's Walls Ezra, Artaxerxes, Sanballat

16. Revolt / Hanukkah (Temple Judas Maccabeus, Antiochus

Maccabees Dedication) Epiphanes

May the Lord bless and help you see these figures not just as stories, but as part of the great
"cloud of witnesses" (Hebrews 12:1) whose lives point toward Christ.



