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ENDTIME TEACHINGS 

 

The Eastern Orthodox Church does not teach the doctrine of the Rapture. This teaching, 

particularly in its popular form, is considered a novel and theologically problematic innovation, 

foreign to the historic Christian faith. 

 

The Orthodox View on "The Rapture" 

 

The idea of a "secret rapture," where believers are suddenly removed from the world to escape a 

coming tribulation, has no place in Orthodox tradition. 

 

• A Recent Innovation: The doctrine originated in the 19th century, primarily through the 

teachings of John Nelson Darby, and was popularized by the Scofield Reference Bible. It 

was unknown to the early Church Fathers. 

 

• A Misreading of Scripture: The "rapture" concept typically interprets 1 Thessalonians 

4:17 ("caught up... to meet the Lord in the air") as a secret removal before Christ's final 

return. The Orthodox Church teaches this "catching up" will occur at His visible Second 

Coming, when all the faithful—both living and resurrected—will be gathered to Him. 

 

The Orthodox Understanding of Tribulation 

 

The Orthodox Church also rejects the idea that believers will be spared from suffering. 

 

• The Church Endures: Orthodox Christians do not believe they will be taken out of the 

world before the final tribulation. Instead, Christ's faithful will be present on earth and 

endure it. 

 

• Spiritual Preparation: The Church's focus is not on escaping trials but on preparing for 

them. The call is to remain faithful amid tribulation, trusting in God's grace. 

 

The Orthodox View of the Millennium (Amillennialism) 

 

The Orthodox Church holds an amillennial view of the "thousand years" mentioned in 

Revelation 20. 

 

• A Symbolic Period: The "1000 years" is not a literal timeframe, but a symbolic number 

representing the period between Christ's first and second comings. The Church is 

currently living in this "millennium". 

 

• A Present Reality: In this age, the souls of the righteous reign with Christ, and the 

Gospel is preached to the world. 

 

The Orthodox Position on Other End-Times Teachings 

 

The Orthodox Church's stance on related doctrines is marked by a call to sobriety. 
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• Rejection of Speculation: The Church generally rejects the elaborate, often 

sensationalist timelines of dispensational premillennialism (the system in which the pre-

tribulation rapture is a key feature). This system is often viewed as a heresy. 

 

• Focus on Readiness: Instead of trying to predict a "secret" event, the Church emphasizes 

the importance of the visible, final Second Coming of Christ and the Final Judgment. 

 

• A Call to Vigilance: The most important question is not "When will the rapture happen?" 

but "Am I prepared to meet Christ at any moment?". 

 

Guidance for Catechumens 

 

As you continue your journey, keep these principles in mind: 

 

• Trust the Church's Tradition: The teaching of the undivided Church over two millennia 

should be the foundation of your faith, not novel theories from the 19th century. 

 

• Focus on Salvation, Not Speculation: The core of the Christian life is "working out your 

salvation with fear and trembling" (Philippians 2:12), not deciphering end-times charts. 

 

• Live in Hope, Not Fear: The goal of Orthodox eschatology is hope in Christ's victory. 

We await His return not with anxiety, but with joy. 

 

In summary, the Orthodox Church's teaching remains focused on the core elements of the 

Christian hope: Christ's visible return, the resurrection of the dead, the final judgment, and the 

life of the age to come. 

 


