THE TWO TESTAMENTS IN THE EASTERN ORTHODOX BIBLE

Objective 1: The Divisions of the Old and New Testaments

THE OLD TESTAMENT

The Orthodox Church follows the Septuagint (LXX), the Greek translation of the Old Testament used by
the Apostles and the early Church. The Old Testament is traditionally divided into four main sections:

Division Content Purpose

The foundational Law and
Pentateuch Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, the story of creation, the
(Torah) Deuteronomy Fall, and God's covenant
with Israel

Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1-4 Kingdoms The history of God's people

Historical (Samuel/Kings), 1-2 Chronicles, Ezra, from the con t of Canaan
Books Nehemiah, Esther, Tobit, Judith, 1-3 © © conquest of Lanaa
to the exile and return
Maccabees
Wisdom/Poetic Job, Psalms (1ncl‘ud1ng Psalm 151), Te?achlngs on how to live
Books Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, wisely and righteously
Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach before God
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Baruch, Warnings of judgment and
Prophetic Books Ezekiel, Daniel, and the Twelve Minor promises of salvation
Prophets through the coming Messiah

The Orthodox Old Testament includes books not found in the Hebrew Bible—often called
"deuterocanonical" or "non-canonical" in other traditions. The Orthodox Church accepts these as part of
its "longer canon" because they were used by the early Church and are found in the Septuagint.

THE NEW TESTAMENT

The New Testament is divided into four clear sections:

Division Books Purpose

To proclaim the life, death, and
The Gospels Matthew, Mark, Luke, John resurrection of Jesus Christ—the
"good news" of salvation



Division Books Purpose

Acts of the Acts To record the history of the early
Apostles Church and the spread of the Gospel
The Epistles 14 letters of Paul, 7 Catholic To teach doctrine, correct errors, and

(General) Epistles (James, 1-2

(Letters) Peter, 1-3 John, Jude) guide the life of the Church
Apocalvpse To reveal the ultimate victory of

pocaryp Revelation Christ over evil and the
(Revelation)

consummation of the Kingdom

The Orthodox Church accepts the same 27 books of the New Testament as all other Christian traditions.

Objective 2: How Many Books Are in Each Division?

OLD TESTAMENT

The Orthodox Old Testament contains 49 books (according to the common canonical reckoning). The
table below outlines these books by division:

Pentateuch (5 Books)

¢ Genesis

e Exodus

e Leviticus

e Numbers

e Deuteronomy

Historical Books (16 Books)

e Joshua (Iesous)

e Judges

e Ruth

e 1 Kingdoms (1 Samuel)

e 2 Kingdoms (2 Samuel)

e 3 Kingdoms (1 Kings)

e 4 Kingdoms (2 Kings)

e 1 Chronicles (1 Paralipomenon)
e 2 Chronicles (2 Paralipomenon)

e 1 Esdras
e 2 Esdras (Ezra)
e Nehemiah

. Tobit



e Judith

e Esther (with additions)
e 1 Maccabees

e 2 Maccabees

e 3 Maccabees

Wisdom/Poetic Books (8 Books)

e Job

e Psalms (including Psalm 151)

e Proverbs

o Ecclesiastes

e Song of Songs

e Wisdom of Solomon

e Sirach (Wisdom of Jesus Son of Sirach)
e Prayer of Manasseh (in some editions)

Prophetic Books (17 Books)

e Isaiah

e Jeremiah

o Lamentations

e Baruch (with Letter of Jeremiah)

o Ezekiel

e Daniel (with additions: Susanna, Bel and the Dragon, Song of the Three Young Men)
o Hosea

e Joel

e Amos

e Obadiah

e Jonah

e Micah

e Nahum

o Habakkuk
e Zephaniah
e Haggai

e Zechariah
e Malachi

Note: Some editions also include 4 Maccabees or 3 Esdras in an appendix.

NEW TESTAMENT
The Orthodox New Testament contains 27 books, in agreement with all major Christian traditions:
Gospels (4 Books)

e Matthew
e Mark



o Luke
e John

History (1 Book)

e Acts of the Apostles
Epistles (21 Books)
Pauline Epistles (14):

¢ Romans

¢ 1 Corinthians

e 2 Corinthians

o Galatians

e Ephesians

o Philippians

e Colossians

e 1 Thessalonians
e 2 Thessalonians

e 1 Timothy
e 2 Timothy
o Titus

e Philemon
e Hebrews

Catholic (General) Epistles (7):

e James
o 1 Peter
o 2 Peter
e 1 John
e 2 John
e 3 John
e Jude

Apocalyptic (1 Book)

o Revelation (Apocalypse) of John

Objective 3: The Purposes of Each Group in the New Testament

Group Books Purpose in the Life of the Church



Group Books
Matthew,
I}l(l,i el Mark, Luke,
P John
Acts of the
Apostles Acts

14 Pauline +

Ehies tles 7 Catholic
P Epistles
Revelation Revelation

Purpose in the Life of the Church

To proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ—His life,
teachings, miracles, death, and Resurrection. They are the
center of the New Testament and are enthroned on the altar as
icons of Christ's teaching ministry.

To record the history of the early Church, the descent of the
Holy Spirit at Pentecost, and the spread of the Gospel from
Jerusalem to Rome. It shows how the apostolic faith was
lived and transmitted.

To provide teaching, correction, and guidance for the life of
the Church. They address doctrinal issues (e.g., justification,
the nature of Christ), practical matters (e.g., church order,
marriage), and moral exhortation. They are the "letters" of the
Apostles to the scattered communities, preserving the
apostolic tradition.

To reveal the spiritual battle between Christ and the powers
of darkness, and to give hope to the persecuted Church by
showing the ultimate victory of the Lamb and the
establishment of the New Jerusalem.

KEY DISTINCTIONS OF THE ORTHODOX CANON

1. The Longer Old Testament: The Orthodox Church follows the Septuagint and includes the
deuterocanonical books as part of its "longer canon."

2. Christ is the Center: The center of the Bible is the Person of Jesus Christ. All parts of Scripture
are interpreted in the light of Christ, for everything leads up to Him and speaks about Him.

3. The Gospels Enthroned: In Orthodox churches, only the Book of the Gospels is enthroned on the
altar, symbolizing that everything in Scripture is fulfilled in Christ.

4. Tradition and Scripture: The Orthodox Church understands Scripture within Holy Tradition—
the living faith of the Church, which is preserved through the Fathers, the Councils, and the
liturgical life. The Bible did not create the Church; the Church, guided by the Holy Spirit,
discerned and preserved the canon of Scripture.



